Fatty acid compositions of erythrocytes, mononuclear cells and blood plasma of patients with myotonic dystrophy.
Fatty acid compositions of erythrocyte membrane phospholipids including phosphatidylethanolamine subclasses, blood plasma and mononuclear cells of 8 patients with myotonic dystrophy (MyD) and 8 normal controls were analyzed by high performance liquid chromatography. Slight changes (decreased C18:2 and increased C16:0) in the fatty acid compositions of erythrocyte membrane glycerophospholipids and blood plasma lipids were observed in MyD. There was no significant difference in the fatty acid composition of mononuclear cells between MyD and normal controls. It seems that no essential defect exists in either the erythrocyte membrane fatty acid composition or the fatty acid metabolism itself in MyD.